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KYVL Structure 

 
 
Our History:  The Kentucky Virtual Library (KYVL) is part of the Kentucky Virtual University (KYVU), a 
unit of the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE).   The Kentucky Virtual University was created 
with the passage of the Kentucky Postsecondary Education Improvement Act of 1997 (known as House 
Bill 1). 
 
KYVL, launched in 1999, is the hub of a consortium of libraries throughout the state of Kentucky.    
 
Our Mission:  All Kentuckians will have equitable access to quality library and information resources 
and qualified, well-trained staff to support the Kentucky Virtual University as well as meet broader needs 
for learning, working and living. 
 
By encouraging collaboration between libraries and partners in education and using current and 
emerging technology, KYVL aims to provide all Kentuckians access to a core collection of digital 
information resources.  
 
Our Ultimate Goal:  We support Vision 2020 and envision educated citizens who want advanced 
knowledge and skills and know how to acquire them; and who are good parents, good citizens, and 
economically self-sufficient workers. 
 
Our Staff:         CPE President:  Thomas Layzell 
Enid Wohlstein, Director      
Vacant, Senior Reference Librarian   KYVU Interim CEO:  Norma Northern 
Marcy Parker, Executive Secretary [shared] 



        
KYVL - What We Do 

 
 

 
We coordinate and/or fund: 
 

• Access to a core set of over 40 electronic article and citation databases, including over 7,000+ full 
text journals, which are accessible to all registered students and public library patrons, as well as 
to the users of KYVL’s various member communities [see Database Descriptions handout] 

o Database contracts are partially funded by our members 
• Support and coordinate the Endeavor Consortium for Kentucky by funding and facilitating the 

multi-hub Endeavor Voyager library management system. Fourteen academic and special libraries 
currently participate. 

• Ground courier delivery service to provide delivery of Interlibrary Loan requests between 
participating libraries within Kentucky to promote resource sharing and delivery of information 
resources. 

o A prescribed number of days are provided at no fee to the public libraries and state-assisted 
academic libraries as well as KCTCS 

• Kentuckiana Digital Library, a project with the mission of creating a permanently available digital 
collection of Kentucky-oriented historic materials. [See Kentuckiana handout] 

• Single search interface and access point to approximately 30 Kentucky library catalogs (academic, 
public, special)  

• “How to Do Research” tutorials, in versions for both children and adults (information literacy) 
•  Access to a collection of current, authoritative web resources 
• And much more… [See KYVL Fact Sheet & About KYVL handouts] 

 



        

 
About KYVL 

Toll free 877.588.5288 or  
Email kyvl@ky.gov 

http://www.kyvl.org 

 
 
The Kentucky Virtual Library (KYVL) is the hub of a consortium of libraries throughout 
the state of Kentucky.  The KYVL is also a reference and research website providing 
equitable access to quality library and information resources.  It was created with the 
passage of the Kentucky Postsecondary Education Improvement Act of 1997 and went 
online in 1999. The Kentucky Virtual Library is part of the Kentucky Virtual University 
(KYVU), a unit of the Council on Postsecondary Education. By encouraging 
collaboration between libraries and partners in education and using current and 
emerging technology, KYVL aims to provide all Kentuckians access to a core collection 
of digital information resources.  
 
One important component is to provide support to libraries serving distance learners via 
KYVL’s offerings – to deliver information regardless of the student’s location, supporting 
both KYVU and Kentucky’s broader needs for learning, working and living. 
 
Specific goals of KYVL are: 
 

• To work collaboratively to effectively manage the programs and services of a 
Virtual Library.  

• To enhance the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of resource sharing among 
Kentucky libraries by utilizing current and emerging technologies.  

• To increase access to available electronic resources through cooperative 
statewide agreements.  

• To provide a core collection of digital information resources at lower per unit cost 
to enhance teaching, learning, research and public services.  

• To prepare students, faculty and staff of Kentucky's educational institutions and 
the citizens of the Commonwealth to be full participants in today's information-
based global economy and in the life-long learning process by providing services 
to develop information literacy. 

 
The Kentucky Virtual Library offers licensed electronic databases of citations, abstracts 
and full text journal articles.  Since November of 1999, the KYVL has provided access to 
a core set of over 40 electronic article and citation databases, including over 7000 full 
text journals, to users of Kentucky libraries.  The resources are accessible by any of 
Kentucky’s approximately 4 million citizens through a variety of access points: public 
libraries, public and private postsecondary institutions, public K-12 schools and other 
member library locations.  
 
 



In addition, the Kentucky Virtual Library, to further support resource sharing and delivery 
of information resources, the KYVL contracts for and coordinates a ground courier 
delivery service to provide delivery of Interlibrary Loan requests between participating 
libraries within Kentucky. 
 
The KYVL also supports and coordinates the Endeavor Consortium for Kentucky by 
funding and facilitating the multi-hub Endeavor Voyager library management system. 
The fourteen participating academic and special libraries share Voyager, which is 
housed on two hub sites.  Through the participation in the consortium, member libraries 
achieve the benefits of the best possible services at a lower cost than if implementing or 
maintaining a library management system independently. 
 
KYVL also provides financial support for the Kentuckiana Digital Library, a project with 
the mission of creating a permanently available digital collection of Kentucky-oriented 
historic materials.   
 
The Kentucky Virtual Library provides many free resources such as the “How to Do 
Research” tutorial for adults, the specially designed “KYVL for Kids” site (on which 
children can learn how to find and use information by following Spacedog), access to a 
number of Kentucky library catalogs, annotated subject-specific website lists, and many 
other tools.  
 
The Kentucky Virtual Library serves diverse user communities of all ages. Our partners 
and members are the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives, the Kentucky 
Department of Education (the K-12 public schools), the public and private academic 
institutions in Kentucky, the Kentucky Community and Technical College System, Adult 
Education, Kentucky’s public libraries, and some non-public school systems.  
 
KYVL members include 1,271 public K-12 schools, 118 public libraries, 8 state-assisted 
and 19 private academic and 11 special academic institution libraries, and more than 20 
special and independent K-12 schools and libraries. 
 
For more information, visit www.kyvl.org or call toll-free at 1-877-588-5288.  
 



        

 
KYVL Partners and Stakeholders 

 
• Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives 
 
• Kentucky Department of Education (the K-12 public schools) 
 
• Public Academic Institutions  (Eastern Kentucky University, Kentucky State University, Morehead 

State University, Murray State University, Northern Kentucky University, University of Kentucky 
with Lexington Community College, University of Louisville, and Western Kentucky University) 

 
• Independent Academic Institutions (Alice Lloyd College, Asbury College, Bellarmine College, 

Berea College, Brescia University, Campbellsville University, Centre College, Cumberland 
College, Georgetown College, Kentucky Christian College, Kentucky Wesleyan College, Lindsey 
Wilson, Midway College, Pikeville College, Spalding University, St. Catharine College, Thomas 
More College, Transylvania University, and Union College) 

 
• Kentucky Community and Technical College System 

 
• Kentucky Adult Education 

 
• Kentucky’s Public Libraries 

 
• Some special libraries, special academic institutions and independent schools/systems 

 
• Kentucky citizens, residents, learners, educators – everyone in Kentucky! 

 



        

 
KYVL Logos and Images 

http://www.kyvl.org/html/about/imagelinks.shtml 
 

 
 
 
 
 The small KYVL logo with the white background is the best choice for a desktop icon. 



        

 
Representing KYVL On Your Website 

 
 
 
 
When you add a KYVL link to your library’s website, we recommend the following: 
 

• make the logo a hyperlink to the KYVL site 
 

• include the URL (web address) for the KYVL site 
 

• add a short paragraph to describe KYVL resources 
 

• tell your patrons how to acquire a KYVL user id and password 
 
 
For example: 
 

 

KYVL provides access to research and reference resources such as 
electronic article and citation databases, subject-specific annotated web 
links, Kentucky library catalogs, historical Kentucky materials, How to Do 
Research tutorials and much more.   

http://www.kyvl.org Contact the Reference desk for your id and password to use KYVL at home.
 
 
 



        

 
Other Ways to Describe KYVL on Your Website 

 
 
 
 

• The Kentucky Virtual Library provides many free resources such as the “How to Do 
Research” tutorial for adults, the specially designed “KYVL for Kids” site, links to web-
based statistical information about Kentucky from local, state, federal and non-
governmental sources, Kentucky library catalogs and much more. 

 
• KYVL provides access to over 40 article and citation databases containing over 7,000 

full text journals, historic materials from Kentucky, library catalogs, and links to many 
subject-specific websites. 

 
• KYVL is a research and reference website providing access to over 40 electronic 

article and citations databases containing over 7,000 full text journals, historical 
materials from many Kentucky libraries, and links to valuable web information 
resources. 

 
 
Feel free to take portions of these descriptions and create your own or contact KYVL for 
suggestions.  The important thing is to be accurate in your description. 
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KYVL For K-12 Teachers &  
Library Media Specialists 

Toll free 877.588.5288 or  
Email kyvl@ky.gov 

http://www.kyvl.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
From the main KYVL page, select the K12 Schools link to 
reach the pages designed for K12 students and educators. 

 
 
 

Select the area you need… 
 
In the Teachers area, the pages are designed to help 
Kentucky's K-12 educators locate and evaluate quality 
web information resources for use with students in the 
classroom and to help identify resources and 
opportunities for professional development.  
 

Resources are organized based on the 7 core content 
subjects as established by the Kentucky Department of 
Education plus sections for English as a Second 
Language, General/Reference and Professional 
Development resources.  
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The KYVL for Teachers provides a collection of links to authoritative, reliable Web sites produced by 
educational institutions, non-profit agencies, commercial enterprises, and local, state, and federal 
government agencies. You can find appropriate Web sites for your research by using the blue bar on 
the left of the screen to navigate the included sites by subject. 
 
Don’t forget!  These sites were suggested by K12 educators and evaluated by K12 educators. 
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Use your mouse to navigate the selections available for the Teachers area. 
 
First on the list are links to the KYVL databases, listed either by provider or 
database name. 
 
 
Under Websites, clicking on a subheading takes you to a list of Web sites 
representing some of the best information available on the Web concerning 
this subject. 
 
As you navigate the KYVL for Teachers area, this blue navigation menu will 
always appear and allow you to jump to a new subject or into a database. 
 
Always the last item on the navigation bar, a link to return you to the main 
KYVL for Teachers page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you know of a site that you think should be included in the KYVL for Teachers, you can suggest a 
website.  Go the main KYVL for Teachers page and select Suggest a Website link at the bottom of 
the page.  You can also contact the subject contributors directly.  
 
 
 
 
TURN THE PAGE TO READ ABOUT KENTUCKY STATISTICAL 
RESOURCES ONLINE… 
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KY Stats on KYVL 
 
Don’t forget the KY Stats area of KYVL…   
 

 
Choose KY Stats on the main KYVL page [www.kyvl.org].   
 
These pages provide a collection of links to web-based sources of statistical information about 
Kentucky from local, state, federal and non-governmental sources. 
 
Sources are organized under broad subject headings based on the chapter headings from the 
Statistical Abstract of the U.S. 
 
 
The resources are contributed and/or evaluated by subject matter experts who are also Kentucky 
librarians.  If your students need to research Kentucky Statistics, this should be one of the first places 
to look for data. 
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On the main KYVL page at http://www.kyvl.org, select the 
How to Do Research link. 
 
 

 
To begin the tutorial, select the first 
block:  Doing Research.   
 
Each step of the tutorial can be 
navigated with front and back arrows 
at the bottom of the page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
To view the 
index of the 
tutorial, select 
Site Map. 
 
 
Links go directly 
to a section to 
address a 
specific 
question, such 
as “How to cite 
Web sources.” 
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An excerpt from the 
tutorial - an introduction 
to information sources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Another excerpt from the tutorial prompting the learner to think critically about the validity and 
reliability of resources to be used in a project.   
 
Learners can refer to this tutorial at any time during a research project.  Consider integrating the 
tutorial into your class activities or syllabus as a ready-to-go module on information literacy. 
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Virtual Reference Desk 

Tollfree 877.588.5288 or  
Email kyvl@ky.gov 

http://www.kyvl.org 

 
Clicking on this link from the KYVL home page will take 
you to the Virtual Reference Desk. 
 
 
 

  
 
 
The Virtual Reference Desk provides a collection of links to authoritative, 
reliable Web sites produced by educational institutions, non-profit 
agencies, commercial enterprises, and local, state, and federal 
government agencies. You can find appropriate Web sites for your 
research by using the blue bar on the left of the screen to navigate the 
included sites by subject. 
 
 

 
  

By using the mouse to place the arrow over a 
subject heading, a box listing subheadings will 
appear. 
 
Clicking on a subheading takes you to a list of 
Web sites representing some of the best 
information available on the Web concerning 
this subheading:  
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Clicking on a link 
from a list of Web 
sites takes you to a 
site outside of the 
Kentucky Virtual 
Library. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Virtual Reference Desk also provides links to other information and services. Among these are 
research assistance, writing help, career information, and information on copyright and intellectual 
property.  
 
Virtual Reference Desk: How does the Kentucky Virtual Library choose the Web sites that are 
included in the Virtual Reference Desk? 

  
The blue sidebar contains a link to information on how we select the Web 
sites included in the Virtual Reference Desk.  
 

 
A Web site will be added to the Virtual Reference Desk if:  
 
It has been used to answer a question received at the KYVL help desk more than once 
OR 
It supports research on the Commonwealth of Kentucky 
OR 
It supports the information needs of the people of Kentucky 
AND 
It is evaluated as a quality Web site.  
 
The Web sites that are included in the Virtual Reference Desk are evaluated by Kentucky librarians 
who volunteer to evaluate sites for a specific subject area. To see the list of volunteers, go to 
http://www.kyvl.org/html/ref/refabout.shtml. 
 

 
 
If you know of a site that you think should be included in the Virtual Reference Desk, you can use 
another link in the blue sidebar to access a form where you can submit the site for consideration. You 
can also contact the subject contributors directly.  
 




